
Preface
CATIA, de vel oped by Dassault Systèmes and dis trib uted by IBM and its part ners, is
the lead ing CAD-soft ware so lu tion in the au to mo tive sec tor. Its new ver sion CATIA
V5 of fers fore sighted tech nol o gies and scalability.

The idea of this book at hand arose from pro jects and meth od ol ogy work shops within 
the BMW AG and from my ex pe ri ence I have gath ered in the BMW AG where I de -
velop meth od ol o gies for the op ti mum use of CATIA V5. This book was writ ten in or -
der to sum ma rize the pres ent knowl edge and the gained ex pe ri ence in us ing the soft -
ware and fi nally to serve as discussion basis. 

The pur pose of this book is to give an idea how an op ti mized de vel op ing pro cess can
be de scribed with the help of CATIA V5, start ing from a de sign sec tion up to a ready
com po nent, tak ing all op por tu ni ties into ac count the soft ware of fers. On the one
hand, the book ap proaches de sign ers ac tively de vel op ing con cepts as well as com po -
nents. They will get to know how they can ef fec tively or ga nize their daily work while
com mu ni cat ing with their pro cess part ners. On the other hand it ad dresses con cept
en gi neers and the man age ment as well, they will get a sur vey of a pos si ble de vel op -
ing pro cess cov er ing the whole ve hi cle pro ject. And such a global un der stand ing is
ab so lutely nec es sary to be able to make an effective contribution to the developing
process.

Fi nally, I would like to thank the BMW AG for giv ing me some data used in this book. 
Fur ther more, I would like to thank Mr. Frischhut for par tic i pat ing in the chap ter
„Class A-sur faces“, and thanks to my friend Rob ert Topic who sup ported me in de -
scrib ing the con tents and who helped me to cor rect proofs.

Pörnbach, De cem ber 2005                                       Rich ard Haslauer
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